
Common Causes of Overheating 

• Faulty radiator pressure cap. 
• Defective radiator. 
• Bad thermostat housing gasket. 
• Cracked or deteriorated radiator. 
• Cracked or deteriorated heater hoses. 
• Defective heater core. 
• Faulty heater water control valve. 
• Defective water pump seal or gasket. 
• 9Rusted out core hole plugs. 
• Damaged coolant reserve tank. 
• Bad cylinder head gasket. 
• Cracked cylinder head, manifold or block. 
• Low coolant level. 
• Low coolant protection (low boiling point.) 
• Water used as coolant (low boiling point.) 
• Cooling system capacity inadequate for load being carried or towed. 
• Air trapped in cooling system. 
• Clogged coolant passage in engine block. 
• Excessive use of A/C while vehicle is parked or in stop-and-go traffic. 
• Retarded ignition timing. 
• Sticking manifold heat control valve. 
• Clogged exhaust system. 
• Low engine oil level. 
• Excessive engine friction. 
• Dragging brakes. 
• Missing or broken shroud. 
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